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ABOUT THE PROGRAMME: DEFINITION AND PRIORITIES

The Al-Maqdisi programme aims at strengthening cooperation and scientific and academic exchanges between
French and Palestinian researchers and research laboratories.

The current call for proposals concerns projects (in hard or social sciences) that can include theoretical research,
research for development, training for research, industrial applications and partnerships with the private sector. A
strong focus will be put on the quality of scientific outputs and results of the projects (publications, patents, etc).

The call for proposals follows a procedure guaranteeing the scientific quality of operations and benefiting from the
active support of both governments.

Elements will be considered positively in the selection process:

- The program is open to all scientific fields

- Projects aiming at the creation of an International Associated laboratory (“laboratory without walls”), pooling
together human and material resources of both partner teams towards a common, jointly-defined project;

- The involvement of researchers from several Palestinian universities and of one or several local companies;

- Projects involving co-funding.

- Priority is given to new collaboration and projects.

This call for proposals is open to all research and higher education laboratories belonging to higher education
institutions, public research organizations or companies. The working experience of the project leaders, the
coherence of the proposed approach, the participation of young researchers and PhD students, as well as the
importance of the expected outcomes will be examined closely during the selection process. The final selection will
be made by acommittee of experts. The selected projects will obtain funding from both, the French Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International Development, and the Ministry of National Education, Higher Education and
Research.

CALENDAR

February 26t 2018 Launch of the call for proposals

May 03 2018 Closure of the call for proposals
August 2018 Selected projects list published online
September 01st 2018 Launching of the projects
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1.

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE APPLICANTS

The following guidelines concern the attached application forms.

1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

14.

1.5.

1.6.

1.7.

1.8.

1.9.

The selection process rests on the following requirements and principles:

- The project must be created and developed within the framework of a partnership between a French and a
Palestinian research team;

- The project must include training through research;

- The project must aim at setting up or strengthening a centre for the training of researchers or a research
centre in the Palestinian territories, over a long-term period,;

- The project must specify expected publications and scientific outputs and include direct links with academic
training and, when relevant, cooperation with the socio-economic, professional and industrial development
sectors;

The project cycle must be planned through a detailed schedule, listing the tasks of each of the parties as
precisely as possible.

If the project includes one or several PhD defences, one of the team members must be qualified to supervise a
PhD thesis.

Applicants shall submit their project by filling the attached application form. They can join, at their convenience,
any document which may help understanding the project’s goals and applications.

The Palestinian team has to send via email (one PDF document of 2Mo maximum) the application form
to the Palestinian coordinator and to the Consulate General of France in Jerusalem.

The French team has to follow Campus France application procedure by applying online on the
dedicated website page: http://www.campusfrance.org/fr/al-maqdisi (in French).

This double application is necessary for the projects to be taken into consideration, and researchers from both
teams must ensure that it is done. Projects sent to one side only will not be considered.

The committee’s decisions are final; applicants must respect them. Grants are offered to the selected
applicants on the basis of the proposal submitted; selected research teams must commit themselves to
implement the submitted project and abide by the financial and administrative conditions ruling the programme.

The duration of a project shall not exceed two years.
The project proposals and reports shall be submitted in English only (exceptions can be made upon request
from the teams, if all team members can work in French). Publications can be made in the language required

by the relevant scientific outlet.

The committee will only review projects submitted according to the afore-mentioned rules and deadlines.
Proposals which do not meet the required criteria will not be considered.
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2.

SELECTION PROCESS

The project proposals shall all be submitted to a two-stage independent review:

- Stage 1: Proposal review by panels of experts

- Stage 2: Proposal review and ranking by a committee of experts

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

24.

2.5.

In order to conduct the evaluation of the submitted projects, each committee shall call on panel of experts
working in a personal or professional capacity, to ensure that the proposals of the highest quality are selected
for funding. Experts are called on the basis of their competence in the related fields and for their recent
contributions to research.

During Stage 1, these experts will review the proposals according to standard evaluation forms provided by the
committees; the evaluation will bear on the scientific interest of the proposals and of their expected outputs, the
ability of both teams to carry out the project in the given framework and conditions, the adequacy of requested
means to support the research, the relevance of the expected outcome in serving the community, the
relevance of the project to the afore-mentioned priorities. Each committee can ask for more than one evaluation
for the proposals, if necessary. The evaluations will remain confidential.

During Stage 2, the committee of experts discusses each of the submitted proposals and their respective
scientific evaluations. The committee gathered during a selection meeting decides on the final ranking of the
list of proposals. This final ranking process is based upon scientific evaluations and recommendations,
budgetary considerations and field priorities. This results in 2 lists:
a. List 1: list of proposals to be retained for funding, which are of sufficiently high quality and which meet all
criteria and priorities.
b. List 2: list of proposals which have a lower rank due to the criteria, priorities or quality mismatch, and
rejected proposals which are found to be ineligible (before or during the course of the review process)

The joint committee decides to grant a specific budget to each project in accordance with available funds.

Applicants will be informed by email of the joint committee’s decision and the list of selected projects will also
be published on the Consulate General of France in Jerusalem website.
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3.

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

34.

3.5.

3.6.

3.7.

FUNDING

The Al Maqdisi programme aims primarily at promoting exchanges between partners from both countries.

This funding may cover travel expenses, short-term stays, exchanges between the two research teams

involved in the partnership, as well as logistical support to acquire office and technical equipment. Therefore:

- Al Maqdisi funding covers in priority travel related expenses between the two countries of the
researchers.

- Because Palestinian research teams often need to acquire light equipment in order to enable them to
conduct their research, the purchase of documentation and/or of laboratory material may be considered

Under no circumstances should salaries or any other form of wages (for teachers, students, technicians,
etc.) be paid by the Al-Maqdisi grant.

The evaluation of the project will consider positively the presence of additional funding for the project.

French public funding procedures are subject to rules which must be respected: the budget is managed on a
yearly basis and cannot be retroactive; it is impossible to refund any expenses incurred before the official
notification of the selection. Administrative procedures can sometimes lead to important delays.

Any request for funding shall be accompanied by a spending plan. The total budget allocated to each project
over the two-year period (-2018 2020) amounts to a maximum of 20,000 Euros’. The distribution of the budget
between the French and Palestinian teams shall be agreed on by both teams. Each team will be allocated its
share of the funding separately.

At the end of Year 1(September), each selected pair of teams shall submit a joint mid-term progress report
and a mid-term financial report by filling the forms provided by the Joint committee, specifying the scientific
progress made and the problems encountered.

The grant is paid in two payment orders to the Palestinian team, one per year. The grant for the French team
is managed by Campus France (see details on Campus France website).

The second payment order will be launched upon submission and review of a mid-term progress report and a
mid-term financial report by the end of year 1. The joint committee may decide to terminate funding should the
mid-term reports considered unsatisfactory. At any time from selection to final reporting, grants may be
suspended or terminated to teams that have failed to keep their commitments or have acted in an ethically
questionable manner in the framework of the research project. Grants may also be terminated should one of
the teams fail to submit necessary documents and agreements within the deadlines.

Closure of project: by the end the year 2, teams must submit a final progress and financial report to both
funding partners, 3 months after the end the latest.

" The mentioned amount is indicative: the selection committee can decide to allocate a smaller amount according to the total
budget available for the programme, or if it deems the proposed budget inadequate to the objectives or the implementation
modalities of the project.

Ay,
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4. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OF RESEARCH RESULTS-

It is up to the project leaders to take all necessary measures for the protection of intellectual property.

The attached guideline of good practices lays down general rules which must be adapted on a case-by-cases
basis, depending on current or planned research programs. Each accepted project will be the subject then of a

cooperative agreement according to rules' fixed by this guideline.

This framework is drawn up in order to allow researchers to carry out joint research with more flexibility, freedom and

responsiveness, while at the same time protecting their discoveries.

When participating in the join collaborative program, each researcher, acting on behalf of and for their research
organizations or universities (‘Party’), agrees to the principles of this guideline of good practices.

5. CONTACTS

Palestinian teams coordinators

Consulate General of France in Jerusalem

Mrs Elise MARNE and Mr Olivier DUFOUR

Project officer for academic and institutional cooperation
French Cooperation office, 3 Bibers street, Sheikh Jarrah,
Jerusalem

tel : + 972 (0)2 591 40 08/17 Fax : + 972 (0)2 591 40 01
Email :

Elise.marne@diplomatie.gouv.fr

Email : olivier.dufour@diplomatie.gouv.fr

Links:

French teams coordinator

French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs
Mrs Mathilde BRUN

Direction for Culture, Education, Research and
Network coordination

Academic and scientific partnerships unit — Middle
East and North Africa

Email: mathilde.brun@diplomatie.gouv.fr

Phone: +33 (0)1 43 17 59 07

M. Carlos GOMES

Chargé de Mobilité

Direction Relations Extérieures et
Institutionnelles

Service de la valorisation de I'enseignement
supérieur et de la recherche

Agence frangaise pour la promotion de
I'enseignement supérieur,

I'accueil et la mobilité internationale

Tel: +33(0)1 40 40 59 65

Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS), the French national center for scientific research.

CNRS « How to find a lab » search engine

List of French and Palestinian contacts seeking cooperation, Consulate general of France in Jerusalem.
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